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philosopher. Every teacher who is making such observations and reports, and 
every book which publishes them, does valuable service. It is unfortunately 
equally true, however, that the putting of questions to children, especially about 
themselves, may be carried too far ; that it is easy to ask profitless questions ; 
that persons who set great store by questionnaires often exaggerate the weight of 
evidence afforded by pupils' answers ; and that in presenting the records of such 
investigations there seems a strong tendency toward the picturesque and amusing. 

In this volume there are seventeen chapters, besides a brief introduction by 
E. A. Kirkpatrick. In general, the subjects are treated by quotation from pupils 
in different schools. Some titles are particularly interesting, e. g., "Children's 
Knowledge when Entering School," "Children's Reading," "How May Fatigue 
in the Schoolroom Be Reduced to the Minimum ?" One chapter giving an 
"Outline of a Manual-Training Course," while it has admirable definiteness, is 
quite different in subject and treatment from the rest of the books. It is not 
adverse criticism to say that another, on "The Building of Character," suggests, 
like thousands of other dissertations, our need of a deeper and more scientific 
conception of the subject, with a careful definition of terms. Perhaps the most 
valuable chapter for its suggestion is entitled "A Study in Study," and deals 
with the most fundamental failure in our education. 

It would not be difficult to point out certain illustrations in the book of the 
dangers which beset child-study by the child-answer method. But the long 
service of Superintendent Kratz in this field and his interest in the subject must 
attract attention to the volume and give it value. Altogether, it is very readable 
— often entertaining; it touches important, practical questions; and it gives 
helpful hints and suggestions. J. M. C. 
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